CHAPTER IX.
APPRECIATION OF THE MAN.
THERE are many works which we estimate apart from their authors, but Pepys's Diary is one of those personal books that cannot be separated from its writer, because we know him almost entirely through its pages.
Before 1825 Samuel Pepys was little more than a name. His external form was known, for his portraits are extant. His public actions and his highly respectable character were known, and Jeremy Collier and John Evelyn praised him in high terms. Evelyn was particularly eulogistic:
May 26, 1703. "This day died Mr. Sam. Pepys, a very worthy, industrious, and curious person, none in England exceeding him in knowledge of the Navy, in which he had passed thro' all the most considerable offices, Clerk of the Acts and Secretary of the Admiralty, all which he performed with great integrity. When K. James II. went out of England he laid down his office, and would serve no more; but withdrawing himselfe from all public affairs, he lived at Clapham with his partner, Mr. Hewer, formerly his clerk, in a very noble house and sweete place, where he enjoyed the fruite of his labours in greate prosperity. He was universally belov'd, hospitable, generous, learned in many things, skilled in music, a very greate cherisher of learned men of whom he had the conversation. His library and collection of other curiosities were of the most considerable, the models of ships especially. Besides what he publish'd of an account of the Navy, as he found and left it, he had for divers years under his hand the History of the Navy, or 'Navalia* as he calPd it; but how far advanced and what will follow of it, is left, I suppose, to his sister's son, Mr. Jackson, a young gentleman whom Mr. Pepys had educated in all sorts of usefull learning, sending him to travel abroad, from whence he returned with extraordinary
227hink I am not" (vol. iii., p. 321). Now, as hypocras is nothing but sweetened and spiced wine, Scott was justified in saying, "Assuredly his pieces of bacchanalian casuistry can only be matched by that of Fielding's chaplain of Newgate, who preferred punch to wine, because the former was a liquor nowhere spoken against in Scripture." The strangest part of Pepys's reasons for his opinion is the evident sincerity with which they were stated.me," p. 210., be torn out, and burnt to ashes, andon, Dr. in Physic, did killme we see from an interesting passage in the Diary, under the date August 23rd, 1662 :en before granted to the
